
Lockport Union-Sun & Journal 05/01/2014

Copyright (c)2014 Lockport Union-Sun & Journal, Edition 05/01/2014 June 22, 2014 1:51 am / Powered by TECNAVIA

YOUR NEWSPAPER
TO SUBSCRIBE: ............................ 439-9222, ext. 6231
DELIVERY/BILL QUESTIONS .......... 439-9222, ext. 6231
DELIVERY TOLL-FREE ............................(866) 740-0777
TO PLACE A DISPLAY AD: ..............439-9222, ext. 6235
TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD: ..... 439-9222, ext. 6223

SUGGEST A STORY: .......439-9222, ext. 6239 or 6248
SPORTS DEPARTMENT: ................ 439-9222, ext. 6247
VISIT US ONLINE: ............... www.lockportjournal.com
E-MAIL US: ..........lockportnews@lockportjournal.com
HOURS: ..............................9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon.- Fri.

4A Thursday,
May 1, 2014
Union-Sun & Journal

www.lockportjournal.com

Address
corrections
POSTMASTER: Send 
address correction to 
the Lockport Union-
Sun & Journal, P.O. 
Box 503, Lockport, 
N.Y. 14095-0503

Community 
First Hold-
ings, Inc.
Second class post-
age paid at North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120, 
and additional entry 
offices.

Terms of  
subscription

 

Tuesday through Saturday and 
Sunday.

Lockport Union-Sun 
& Journal

The Lockport Union-Sun & 
Journal is published six days 

 

Amanda Hansen Founda-
tion dropped off a box of 
smoke and carbon mon-
oxide detectors.

Home Depot is a major 
supporter, starting with 
the donation of a $5,000 
gift card by the Home 
Depot Foundation. And 
then there was the Lock-
port Home Depot “Home 
Team,” a group of work-
ers from the South Tran-
sit store who came to 
help.

That group was led by 
team manager Matthew 
Syracuse, who said the 
Home Depot Foundation 
has donated $80 million 
to housing for veterans, 

leading to over 10,000 
homes.

Finding volunteers 
at the Lockport Home 
Depot isn’t hard, as the 
sign up sheet often fills 
up quick, Syracuse said. 
A lot of laborers and 
donors have stepped up, 
he added.

“You use the word vet-
eran and a lot of people 
step up and say ‘let’s do 
it,’” he said.

He l p i n g  ve t e r -
ans seems natural for 
many in Niagara Coun-
ty, D’Andrea-Terreri said.

“This is something dif-
ferent. A lot of people are 
interested, my phone is 
always ringing,” she said. 
“People want to help.”

WORK ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Kobe Bryant and other 
NBA stars. He watched sev-
eral high-profile sponsors 
cancel or put on hold their 
marketing deals with the 
Clippers and saw Clippers 
players and Heat players 
warm up for their playoff 
games with their shooting 
shirts turned inside-out as 
a silent protest.

Roger Mason, Jr., the 
first vice president of the 
NBA players’ union, said 
the players were strongly 
considering boycotting 
games if Silver delivered a 
decision that did not go far 
enough in their eyes.

Then Silver announced 
his discipline Tuesday for 
Sterling — a lifetime ban, a 
$2.5 million fine and a call 
for the league’s owners to 
vote to force Sterling to sell 
the Clippers.

“The job is still not 
done,” James said Wednes-
day. “Now we need the 
owners to step up and do 
their part. ... It was a win, 
but it’s not done.”

Sterling built a reputa-
tion over the years as a 
stubborn litigator who rev-
els in the chance to impose 
his will in a courtroom, so 
many across the league ful-
ly expect a legal fight. Feld-
man said Silver is within 
his rights as commissioner 
under the NBA’s constitu-
tion to fine and suspend 
Sterling.

“The billion-dollar ques-
tion is whether abhorrent, 
offensive, harmful com-
ments made in a private 
conversation rise to the 
level of circumstances nec-
essary to trigger this vote,” 
Feldman said.

The NBA’s bylaws, Feld-
man said, do allow for own-
ers to call for a vote — one 
that requires a 75 percent 
super-majority to force an 
owner out — under certain 
specific circumstances, 
including an inability to 
pay the bills, gambling on 
NBA games or game fixing.

But there is no explicit 
mention of racist or other-
wise offensive statements 
triggering a vote, rather 
there is broader language 
that allows the owners to 
act if they believe a fellow 
owner is not acting in “the 
best interests of the game.”

That ambiguity could aid 
Silver and the NBA in their 
defense of the move while 
at the same time opening 
the door for Sterling to 
fight for the team he has 

owned since 1981.
“There’s certainly a pos-

sibility that Donald Ster-
ling will sue saying that 
the commissioner and the 
owners exceeded their 
authority under the NBA 
constitution and that the 
owners never contemplat-
ed an ownership being ter-
minated based on private, 
even if horribly offensive, 
statements,” Feldman said.

Minnesota Timber-
wolves owner Glen Taylor, 
who as chairman of the 
NBA’s board of governors 
was in constant contact 
with Silver throughout the 
process, told Minneapolis 
radio station KFXN-FM 
on Tuesday that he under-
stood Cuban’s initial con-
cerns that “we’re going 
down a road where we’re 
forcing a sale and if we do 
it once, what might be the 
criteria in the future and 
let’s be careful.”

“It’s good advice,” Taylor 
said. “Certainly it’s one that 
I thought of, but I agree 
that we need to go there 
and I think it is the appro-
priate decision.”

Feldman said the pun-
ishment for an unpopular 
statement has established 
“a fuzzy line” that cannot 
be crossed.

“It’s just a little bit risky, 
then, for other owners 
down the road, not that 
other owners are worried 
about being caught on tape 
by their mistresses saying 
incredibly offensive state-
ments, but what else would 
that allow other owners 
to force a sale for?” Feld-
man said. “Where does one 
draw the line if this consti-
tutes sufficient cause for 
other owners to be voted 
out?”

In the event of a lawsuit, 
Feldman said the league 
could argue for an expe-
dited process, but acknowl-
edged that the court system 
can only move so fast.

James didn’t appear 
concerned about slip-
pery slopes or courtroom 
delays. In his eyes, and in 
the eyes of Silver, Sterling’s 
transgressions merited the 
punishment.

“In this particular case, 
what we’re fighting for, I 
don’t think it could do any-
thing to hurt our game,” 
James said. “We’re fighting 
to get an owner out of our 
league. He shouldn’t be a 
part of our league. No mat-
ter how long it takes, no 
matter how much money it 
costs, we need to get him 
out of there.”

SUIT ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

cuts worth about $23,000.
A part-time highway 

department position will 
be eliminated, the amount 
of money that the village 
sets aside for the water 
tower restoration fund 
will be reduced to $12,500 
from $20,000, and the pro-
posed increase in the law 
budget will be scaled back 
to $25,000 from $30,000.

The law budget, 
$16,000 this year, is being 
increased in anticipation 
of the need to hire an 
attorney to represent the 
village in employee union 
negotiations.

With the amendments, 
the overall budget still 
stands at around $1.12 

million but the precise 
impact on the tax rate 
was not calculated by the 
board Wednesday.

Whatever the impact is, 
it’s going to be “too much” 
for homeowners, Leiker 
said. He’s worried about 
the state of the village and 
said he’s open to the pos-
sibility of it dissolving into 
the surrounding town.

“If you look at what’s 
happening in Medina, their 
taxpayers are saving a lot of 
money,” he said.

The Medina Village 
Board has not acted on a 
dissolution plan that was 
proposed by a citizens’ 
committee last month. The 
plan predicted substantial 
tax rate reduction for vil-
lagers — and rate increases 
for the two towns that it 
lies the village.

BUDGET ...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

WASHINGTON — An 
Army corporal would get 
a full housing allowance to 
rent an off-base apartment 
while a military family will 
see little change in their 
grocery costs at the com-
missary as an election-year 
Congress rebuffed Penta-
gon efforts to trim military 
benefits.

The House Armed Ser-
vices personnel subcom-
mittee voted unanimously 
on Wednesday to leave 
intact the current military 
health care system, the 
housing allowance and 
much of the Pentagon’s 
$1.4 billion in direct sub-
sidies to the commissaries.

“I’m just really con-
cerned about military 
families and this doesn’t 
need to be,” Rep. Joe Wil-
son, R-S.C., chairman of 
the personnel subcommit-
tee, said of the proposed 
Pentagon cuts after the 
panel vote. “To me the pri-
mary focus of the national 
government is national 
defense. We will be pro-
viding.”

The panel’s action 
marked the first step in the 
defense budget process on 
Capitol Hill, with the full 
Armed Services Commit-

tee expected to approve 
the bill next week.

Facing diminished bud-
gets, three defense secre-
taries and senior officers 
have maintained that the 
cost of personnel benefits 
have become unsustain-
able and threaten the Pen-
tagon’s ability to prepare 
the force for warfighting.

The department has pro-
posed gradual reductions 
that would increase out-of-
pocket expenses for cur-
rent and retired military as 
it faces a sober reality — 
military pay and benefits 
comprise the largest share 
of the budget, $167.2 billion 
out of $495.6 billion.

“America has an obliga-
tion to make sure service 
members and their fami-
lies are fairly and appro-
priately compensated and 
cared for during and after 
their time in uniform,” 
Defense Secretary Chuck 
Hagel told Congress last 
month. “We also have a 
responsibility to give our 
troops the finest training 
and equipment possible — 
so that whenever America 
calls upon them, they are 
prepared.”

Every attempt by the 
Pentagon to trim benefits 
has faced fierce resistance 
from congressional Repub-
licans and Democrats as 
well as powerful outside 
military organizations that 
argue the benefits help 
attract men and women to 
the all-volunteer force.

They also contend that 

service members and their 
families make unique sac-
rifices and deserve all the 
benefits.

Still, concerns about 
fiscal realities emerged 
during the panel’s brief 
discussion about the legis-
lation.

Rep. Susan Davis of Cali-
fornia, the top Democrat 
on the panel, said she sup-
ported the bill’s preserva-
tion of the military ben-
efits, but Congress needs 
to “begin a conversation to 
address these issues.”

“Hard decisions will 
need to be made,” she 
said, warning that escalat-
ing benefit costs will force 
costly trade-offs, including 
reducing the number of 
active-duty members and 
the money used to prepare 
the force.

For example, Congress’ 
budget analysts estimate 
that a member of the Army 
receives $99,000 worth 
of benefits and pay com-
pensation. The Congres-
sional Budget Office says 
non-cash compensation 
amounts to about 60 per-
cent, and includes health 
care, housing, education 
and subsidized food.

The Pentagon currently 
covers 100 percent of off-
base housing costs for an 
individual who doesn’t 
receive government-
provided housing. The 
department had proposed 
a gradual reduction to 94 
percent, meaning a service 
member’s out-of-pocket 

expense would be about 
6 percent — 5 percent for 
the housing allowance and 
1 percent in renter’s insur-
ance.

For a sergeant with 
dependents, the average 
cost would be $41 next 
year, $82 in 2016 and $102 
in 2017. For an Army cap-
tain, the amount would be 
slightly higher.

The subcommittee 
rejected any change in the 
housing allowance.

The commissaries, 
which sell reduced-price, 
brand-name items from 
Reese’s Peanut Butter 
Cups to Huggies diapers, 
receive direct subsidies of 
$1.4 billion. That means a 
military family of four that 
shops only at the commis-
sary saves about $4,500 
a year, according to the 
department.

The Pentagon wants to 
reduce the direct subsidies 
by $1 billion over three 
years. Hagel said the com-
missaries operate rent-free 
and tax-free.

The full Armed Services 
committee is expected to 
restore about $100 million 
of the $200 million cut to 
the commissary subsidies 
in the fiscal 2015 budget.

In its legislation, the 
panel would require the 
defense secretary to “to 
conduct a review, utilizing 
the services of an indepen-
dent organization expe-
rienced in grocery retail 
analysis, of the defense 
commissary system.”

Military benefits survive defense cuts
CONGRESS: Pentagon’s 
efforts to control 
‘personnel costs’  
are spurned.
BY DONNA CASSATA
The Associated Press

OBITUARIES

James E. Simon passed away on April 29, 2014
in  Niagara Hospice  House.  Born  in  Lockport  on
May 5,  1953,  he was the son of  Paul  and Agnes
(Roskopf) Simon, Jr.

James worked as a degreaser for Delphi. He was
a member of Greenwood Golf Course and played
on the men's league at Willowbrook Golf Course.
James  enjoyed  playing  golf,  bowling  and
softball.

James is survived by his wife, Sue (Bartenstein)
Simon; brother of Sue (Bill Budde) Simon, Thomas
Simon,  Linda  (Michael)  Campbell  and  Bob
(Christine Bryan) Simon. Also survived by several
nieces, nephews and friends.

Friends  may call  on  Thursday,  May 1st,  from
3-8 PM in Prudden & Kandt  Funeral Home, 242
Genesee St., Lockport, where funeral services will
be held on Friday, May 2nd, at 11 AM. Interment
will  be  in  Cold  Springs  Cemetery.  Memorial
donations  to  Niagara  Hospice,  4675  Sunset  Dr.,
Lockport, NY 14094, would be appreciated.

Visit www.pruddenandkandt.com.

Our  beloved  mother  was  granted  her  angel
wings on Sunday, April 27, 2014. She is survived
by  her  children,  Terry  (Theresa)  Molisani,  Chris
(Sue)  Molisani,  Lisa  (Dan)  Sherwood;  and
grandchildren,  (Shane,  Brett,  Autum  and
Brandon). There were many others who loved her
dearly,  including  her  brother,  Donald  and
sister-in-law,  Sheila  Pratt,  who  affectionately
referred  to her  as  "My Buddy";  and  dear  friend,
Rosemary. She also had many nieces and nephews
who  loved  her  very  much.  Patricia  was
predeceased  by  her  husband,  Carl  Molisani;  and
her brother, Roger Pratt.

Patricia loved to spend time with her two cats,
Viggo and  Jake.  She loved sitting  outside  in  her
garage  with  her  Rosary  Beads  and  watching
endless episodes of Law and Order and Criminal
Minds.  Her  home was decorated with  numerous
Lord of the Rings Trilogy figures which she often
enjoyed viewing.  She also enjoyed looking at her
Sylvester Stallone posters.

We  will  always  miss  her  wonderful  sense  of
humor and the thoughtful cards she sent everyone.
She  was  always  there  if  we  needed  to  talk  and
never judged others.

There  will  be  no  prior  visitation.  Friends  are
invited to a Memorial  Service on  Thursday,  May
1st at 11 AM in Prudden & Kandt Funeral Home,
242  Genesee  St.,  Lockport.  Memorial  donations
may be made to the Save-A-Pet program.

Visit www.pruddenandkandt.com.

Frances  M.  "Matt"  Christman  passed  away,
tragically, on April 27, 2014, at the age of 35. Born
in Niagara Falls, NY on February 21, 1979.

Matt was a crane operator for Local 463. He was
an outdoorsman and had a love for motorcycles.
He had been in the Army National Guard, where
he was a sapper.

Survived  by  Christa  Christman;  loving
companion  of  Jodi  Krueger;  father  of  Shamus,
Thomas, Liam and Riley Christman; brother of Lou
Volpe.

Friends  may  call  Saturday  4-6  PM  at  the
WATTENGEL Funeral Home (NEW LOCATION),
533  Meadow  Dr.,  North  Tonawanda,  where
services  will  follow  at  6  PM.  In  lieu  of  flowers,
memorials may be made to Matt's children.

Online guest registry at www.Wattengel.com.

In Memory In Memory

HUNTINGTON

In Loving Memory
of my Mother,

Phyllis Huntington
who passed away 

twelve years ago today
May 1st, 2002

Mom, I came into the
world and you were

there to do everything for
me.

I learned to let go of your
hand when I took my

first steps but I knew you
still held me in your

heart.
Those first steps put me
on the path toward my
dreams and destiny but
no matter how far they
have taken me I've al-

ways felt the light of your
love shining on my days.
Thank you for having a
heart so full of love that

you were willing to share
with me. Thank you for

holding me close no mat-
ter how far away I wan-
dered. You're the bright-

est star in my sky and
your love and memories

will forever light my path
and guide my way.

Til we meet again...
Love, Lori

MACK 
FRANK W. SR.

In loving memory 
of our father who
passed away on 

May 1, 1994

In our home you are
remembered,

Sweet memories cling
to your name,

Us who loved you in
life dearly,

Still love you in death 
the same.

Love & miss you
Your families

MACK, SR.
Frank W.

Dad,
Days of sadness still

come over us
Tears in silence often

flow.
For memory keeps

you ever near us,
though you died twenty

years ago today.

Love and miss you
more than words

 can say.

Daughter, Penny
and familiesORLEANS
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