
Lockport Union-Sun & Journal 05/23/2013

Copyright (c)2013 Lockport Union-Sun & Journal, Edition 05/23/2013 May 23, 2013 11:15 am / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


3A
NEWS FROM NEARBY

LOCAL Thursday,
May 23, 2013
Union-Sun & Journal

www.lockportjournal.com

LOTTERY 
NUMBERS

MIDDAY: 9-3-6, Lucky Sum 18
4-1-9-4 Lucky Sum 18
EVENING: 6-4-6, Lucky Sum 

16; 0-1-1-3 Lucky Sum 5

PICK 10: 02-05-08-12-22-23-
29-31-33-47-48-49-60-63-66-70-
71-74-78-79
TAKE 5: 05-16-17-27-32

LOTTO: 06-07-33-37-48-53; 
Bonus: 40
POWERBALL: 09-31-35-41-

57; Powerball: 26

GOT A STORY 
YOU WANT TO SEE?
WHO: Managing Editor  
John Hopkins
MAIL: 170 East Ave., Lockport, NY  
14094 PHONE: 439-9222, ext. 6238
FAX: 439-9249
E-MAIL: john.hopkins@lockportjournal.com

POLICE 
REPORTS

City of Lockport
CRIMINAL TRESPASS: 

Clyde M. Mullen, 46, 7545 
Chestnut Ridge Road, Apt. 
2 was charged Wednes-
day with second-degree 
criminal trespass. According 
to the report, Mullen entered 
a West Avenue apartment on 
Saturday, demanded to know 
where his daughter was and 
threatened the victim. Mul-
len has never been allowed 
in the apartment and the 
victim requested an order of 
protection. Mullen, who is on 
probation for failure to pay 
child support, turned himself 
in at police headquarters on 
Wednesday, police said.
DISORDERLY CONDUCT: 

Elizabeth Z. Shufelt, 32, 37 
Niagara St. upper apart-
ment was charged Wednes-
day with disorderly conduct, 
obstruction of governmental 
administration, resisting 
arrest, seventh-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance and tamper-
ing with evidence. Police 
responded to Niagara Street 
at at 12:59 a.m., and accord-
ing to the report, Shufelt was 
unconscious when police 
came, but soon regained 
consciousness. As the fire 
department prepared her for 
transport, yellow pills fell out. 
She tried to grab the pills 
and run into bathroom. She 
put the pills into her mouth, 
but spit them out. Shufelt be-
came combative as she was 
being handcuffed. At Eastern 
Niagara Hospital-Lockport, 
she was aggressive, used 
obscene language and was 
physically combative, police 
said. She used multiple curse 
words and was arrested.

Town of Lockport
DWI: Gary D. Byrd, 47, 5720 

Oxford Lane was charged 
Sunday with driving while 
intoxicated. Niagara County 
Sheriff’s deputies reported 
they saw a minivan had 
driven into an apartment 
building. No one was injured, 
except for the driver who re-
portedly complained of neck 
pain. The driver, Byrd, said 
he was attempting to back 
into a parking space when 
he lost control of the vehicle. 
The report said Byrd ap-
peared to have glassy eyes, 
impaired speech and had an 
odor of alcoholic beverages 
on his breath. Deputies said 
an Alco sensor reading was 
positive for alcohol, while a 
chemical breath test showed 
a 1 percent blood alcohol 
count for Byrd. He was 
remanded to the custody of 
Niagara County Jail in lieu 
of $250.

Correction policy
The Lockport Union-Sun & 

Journal is committed to ac-
curate news coverage. Call the 
newsroom at 439-9222, ext. 
6238, to let us know about fac-
tual errors in news coverage. 

No-bid lease upsets county Democrats

The county Legislature’s 
minority caucus has propos-
als on the table to mandate 
competitive bidding for the 
county’s real property rental 
business, and government 
pre-inspection of rental 
housing units for temporary 
assistance recipients.

A proposal by Niagara 
Falls lawmakers Jason Zona, 
Dennis Virtuoso and Owen 
Steed, all Democrats, would 
bind the county to solicit 
bids for centralized storage 
of voting equipment.

Presently the county is 
storing voting machines at 
rented quarters in Newfane. 
Lockport real estate devel-
oper David Ulrich owns the 
Transit Road property and 
has had the county’s voting 
machine storage business 

since August 2008, on a no-
bid lease agreement specify-
ing rent of $7,200 per month.

Terms also call for auto-
matic one-year lease renew-
als, perpetually, until the 
county moves to terminate 
the lease with written notice 
at least 120 days before the 
end date, July 31.

The Democrats called the 
no-bid contract into ques-
tion last fall, after the Repub-
lican-led legislature OK’d 
a second lease deal with 
Ulrich’s Clear Opportunity 
Properties, for controlled-
climate storage of county 
records at the same Transit 
Road building. The county 
didn’t put that space require-
ment out to bid either.

Zona says the practice 
smacks of carelessness.

“(Ulrich) provides good 
service, we just want the 
best price for the taxpay-
ers — and we can’t be sure 
we’re getting it in a no-bid 
deal,” he said.

The Democrats intro-
duced a resolution at Tues-
day’s Legislature meeting 
hoping to get a vote on the 
question whether the vot-

ing-equipment storage lease 
should be put up to competi-
tive bidding this year.

However, per the 120 
days’ prior notice clause, the 
county remains in business 
with Clear Opportunity at 
least through mid-2014. To 
end the deal after July 31, the 
county would have had to 
give written notice in April, 
Virtuoso said.

The bidding issue was 
pushed to the back burner 
last November when, in light 
of the Democrats’ objec-
tions, the administration 
committee tabled a pro-
posed resolution calling for 
a new five-year lease with 
Clear Opportunity.

At the time, then-commit-
tee chairman Keith McNall, 
R-Lockport, promised it 
would look at “some sort of 
competitive marketing pro-
cess” for locating machine 
storage space.

The committee ended up 
not examining the question, 
McNall said this week, after 
County Attorney Claude 
Joerg pointed him to case 
law suggesting the county 
is not required to “shop” for 

real estate as it would shop, 
by bid solicitation, for mate-
rials, equipment and the like.

Bid solicitation for real 
estate isn’t prohibited either, 
Joerg told the US&J this 
week, but in his opinion it is 
not “good policy.”

“Every piece of real estate 
has different, unique quali-
ties. When you do a Request 
for Proposals (spelling out 
desired qualities) you just 
drive the price up,” he said.

Since the autumn flap over 
the voting machine storage 
lease, both caucuses appar-
ently dropped the issue and, 
as of last month, another 
automatic one-year lease 
extension kicked in.

The bidding-required 
resolution has been referred 
to the administration com-
mittee, which is now chaired 
by legislator Tony Nemi, 
I-Lockport.

A second proposal by the 
Democrats, calling for man-
datory annual inspection of 
rental units being occupied 
by recipients of Temporary 
Aid to Needy Families, was 
referred to the community 

services committee now 
chaired by McNall.

The proposal follows up 
on the caucus’ success get-
ting the Legislature to agree 
that local welfare recipients’ 
monthly housing subsidies 
will be paid directly to land-
lords by Niagara County 
Social Services as of June 
1. The prevailing criticism 
of that measure was that it 
strips impoverished resi-
dents of the ability to with-
hold rent when facilities are 
lacking.

Mandatory annual inspec-
tion of rental units for wel-
fare recipients would protect 
both theirs’ and property 
owners’ interests, Virtuoso 
said.  Landlords couldn’t 
receive county/state-paid 
rent money for units that 
aren’t up to par, and tenants 
who cause damage in a unit 
couldn’t claim it was there 
when they moved in.

Annual inspection of 
rental units “would improve 
quality of life for the (Social 
Services) client, the com-
munity and the neighbor-
hoods,” Virtuoso said. “It 
would almost wipe out slum 

landlords.”
The resolution also calls 

for a special legislative com-
mittee to recommend a rent-
al unit inspection system or 
method by September. The 
county does not employ 
building or housing inspec-
tors presently.

Virtuoso suggested the 
committee could weigh 
three options for the county: 
hiring a corps of housing 
inspectors, who have lesser 
training/experience require-
ments than state-certified 
building inspectors; nego-
tiating with the Lockport, 
North Tonawanda and Niag-
ara Falls building inspection 
departments to use their 
inspectors; or contracting 
with a private firm to pro-
vide inspection services.

Legislator Owen Steed, 
who cast the only “no” vote 
on the direct-to-landlords 
rent payment order last 
month, signed on as a co-
sponsor of the unit inspec-
tion proposal.

“It’s something that’s fair 
for the tenants. Everybody 
deserves a decent house,” he 
said.

NIAGARA COUNTY: 3-man 
caucus also invites 
GOP to get behind 
mandatory welfare 
housing inspection.
BY JOYCE M. MILES
joyce.miles@lockportjournal.com

FOOD FOR A CAUSE

Supporters of a recently-
launched initiative to open 
transitional housing in the 
city for disabled and home-
less veterans welcomed 
potential sponsors to a spe-
cial gathering Tuesday.

Students from St. Mary’s 
School in Swormville and 
cooks from Orleans-Niag-
ara BOCES welcomed 
their guests and served up 
dinner at Christ United 
Church.

These disparate groups 
were brought together by 
Jennifer D’Andrea-Terreri 
and Charles Diemert, a lit-
eracy specialist at Orleans-
Niagara BOCES.

St. Mary’s students 
Marissa Guzdek and Park-
er Krug said they wanted 
to do something to help 
homeless veterans after 
reading the book, “Decem-
ber Stillness,” about a girl 
who befriends a homeless 
veteran.

“We got inspired by it,” 
said Guzdek,” and started 
a food drive for homeless 
veterans.”

Krug said he felt bad 
after reading about the vet-
eran.

“He was outside and 
didn’t have shelter or food,” 
Krug explained.

Tuesday’s event saw the 
children greeting guests 
while the cooks prepared 
and served the evening’s 
meal.

While the children orga-
nized a canned food drive, 
the cooks are preparing for 
“Cook for a Cause,” an alco-
hol-free, family-friendly 

fundraiser that will be held 
at the Elks Club on July 6. 
It gets under way at 11 a.m. 
and tickets are $10 per per-
son; $12 at the gate. There’s 
also a $25 family rate. Dis-
abled and homeless vets 
get in for free.

People interested in 
donating to the food drive 
may drop off food through 
July 1 at the following sites:

North Canal Road

Caledonia St.

410, 42 Niagara St.

Park Ave.

Church, 140 Genesee St.

Transit Road, Swormsville

Academy, 2625 Tonawanda 
Creek Road, Amherst

Additional informa-
tion can be found at www.
homelessveteranswny.com.

JOHN HOPKINS/STAFF

READY TO SERVE: Joined by Jennifer D’Andrea-Terreri, the chefs from Orleans-
Niagara BOCES are ready to serve their guests at Tuesday’s event. Front row from 
left, Michael Haas, Franklin Spicola, D’Andrea-Terreri, Chef Terrence Ridgeway. 
Back row, Lance Bradley, Jeffrey King, Dustin Cumbie, Justin Undercoffer.

JOHN HOPKINS/STAFF

FINAL TOUCHES: Chef Terrence Ridgeway, rear, and 
Michael Haas check to see if one of the evening’s 
dishes is ready to be served. Inset, Marissa Guzdek 
and Parker Krug stand with their St. Mary’s School 
of Swormville principal, Sister Sheila Anne Burke at 
Tuesday’s dinner

Children, adult 
students team 
up to attract 
sponsors
STAFF REPORTS

A Cambria woman will 
spend six months in Niag-
ara County Jail and then 
five years on probation 
for a pair of 2011 drugstore 
break-ins.

Katherine E. Billing-
sley, 22, was sentenced 
Wednesday by Niaga-
ra County Judge Sara S. 
Farkas. In March, Billing-
sley admitted to third-
degree burglary.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Joseph A. Scalzo said 
Billingsley drove burglar 
Alexander Shelbayeh, 23, 
of Wilson, to a pharmacy 
in Wilson and another in 
Newfane. She didn’t enter 
either place, but will still 
pay $2,500 in restitution. 
Shelbayeh was sentenced 
to state prison.

The sentence and plea 
deal covered Billingsley’s 
involvement in a forgery 
scam using checks stolen 
from a Cambria man last 
fall. Co-defendant Shane 
Phillips, 25, also of Cam-
bria, was charged in the 
check scam.

Billingsley said she 
was concerned Farkas, or 
Lockport City Judge Wil-
liam Watson, would not 
allow her to see Phillips as 
part of the probation. Far-
kas sent Billingsley to the 
Lockport city drug court 
program.

That’s because the two 
were more than co-defen-
dants, according to Bill-
ingsley, who called Phil-
lips her soulmate.

Scalzo said Phillips had 
a history, being sentenced 
for misdemeanors as far 
back as 2006. Farkas ques-
tioned whether or not Bill-
ingsley was making her 
recovery a priority, other-
wise Billingsley was set-
ting herself up for failure.

“Give love a chance,” 
she said to Farkas.

Billingsley’s attorney, 
Dominic Saraceno, said 

allowing the two to see 
each other could create a 
support system that would 
help both in their recov-
ery. She is sincere in her 
feelings, Saraceno said of 
his client.

Billingsley said she was 
sober and planned on 
going back to school. She 
claimed to have taken the 
plea because she did not 
want to go to prison but 
also wanted to see Phil-
lips.

Farkas said Billingsley 
could be successful on her 
own, but would allow Bill-
ingsley to see Phillips.

In another case before 
Farkas, a Newfane wom-
an was sentenced to the 
state prison system’s boot 
camp-style “shock incar-
ceration” program.

Brianna Jones, 30, of 
Main Street was removed 
earlier this year from the 
judicial diversion program 
of court-supervised drug 
treatment.

In 2011 Jones pleaded 
guilty to third-degree 
criminal sale of a con-
trolled substance. She 
sold Suboxone and oxyco-
done in September 2010 in 
Newfane.

In a case before Niagara 
County Judge Matthew J. 
Murphy, a plea deal will be 
offered to a Newfane man 
accused of running a meth 
lab.

Sean A. Smith, 38, was 
charged in January along 
with James O. White, 21, 
with third-degree crimi-
nal possession of a con-
trolled substance and 
third-degree criminal sale 
of a controlled substance. 
Both charges are class B 
felonies.

The Niagara County 
Sheriff ’s Office said the 
two were found manufac-
turing methamphetamine 
in a house at 6437 Hope 
Lane, just north of Wrights 
Corners.

Smith’s attorney Rod-
ney Giove said he needed 
time to speak with his 
client about the offer, 
which would have Smith 
plead guilty to a class E 
drug felony. Smith returns 
to court June 11.

Woman receives 
probation for 
drugstore break-ins
COURT: Cambria 
woman gets six 
months in jail and 
five years probation.
BY JOE OLENICK
joe.olenick@lockportjournal.com
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