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SERVICING VETS
IN THE CARDS

Penney Spotlight
examines the “good
old days” of customer
appreciation.
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Mortified that the
world may be
warming up to Iran,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
is taking an unpopular
message to the White
House and the United
Nations this week:
Don’t be fooled by Tehran’s new leadership.
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Inspectors who will
oversee Syria’s destruction of its chemical
weapons said Sunday
their first priority is to
help the country scrap
its ability to manufacture such arms by a
Nov. 1 deadline —
using every means
possible.

S.E.R.V. searches
for day center site

Public
invited on Friday.

STAFF REPORTS

bill.wolcott@lockportjournal.com

St. John’s Outreach,
which opened in a little
blue building behind St.
John the Baptist Church
on Chestnut Street in 1983,
will mark its 30th anniversary with an open house on
Friday.
“We encourage people
to come and see what we
do,” said director Michael
Boron. “We will provide
information to the public
and take on tours.”
The open house takes
place from 11:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. Friday at the center on
168 Chestnut St.
Both the food pantry and
clothing center are open
on Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday from noon to 3
p.m. It has offered continuous service since Sept. 30,
1983. The team of volunteers works to direct basic
necessities to households
in need throughout Eastern
Niagara County.
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SERV FOUNDER: Community activist Jennifer D’Andrea Terreri

stands in Veterans Memorial Park. The SERV foundation hopes to
raise money and open a day center and a permanent shelter for
homeless/disabled military veterans in Niagara County.
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founder.
The day center will provide a
food pantry, showers and laundry
facility. Vets can also be linked up
with other organizations. S.E.R.V.
has also granted wishes through
its Veteran’s Wish Program and
offers scholarships.
The S.E.R.V. website is SERVniagara.org.
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claims on health law,
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Who will blink first in Washington budget battle?
BUDGET BATTLE:

St. John’s
reaches
30 years
OPEN HOUSE:

BY BILL WOLCOTT

Jennifer D’Andrea-Terreri,
who grew up at Marine Corps
base Camp Lejeune, is looking for
a home — not for herself, but for
veterans who are homeless.
S.E.R.V. stands for “Supporting, Empowering, Respecting
Veterans.” There are 20,000 vets
in Niagara County and 2,000 disabled and/or homeless vets here.
Documented homeless vets number 895.
There is a need for expanded services, D’Andrea-Terreri asserts, and S.E.R.V. Niagara is
championing a day center and a
home for them.
”There are not a lot of services
for the vets,” she said.
The mother of four is a liason
in the Lockport City Treatment
Courts, Niagara County Veterans
Treatment Court, co-chairs several community outreach programs, and speaks on various
panels regarding substance abuse,
domestic violence and the effects
on children and families.
D’Andrea-Terreri, who has an
office at 80 Park Ave., looked at
a house on Locust Street recently,
but it needed too much work and
cost too much money to rehabilitate. She is looking at other
options this week and said the
city is helping.
S.E.R.V., a 501(c)(3) program, raised almost $14,000 last
month at an Elks Club fundraiser
and secured the services of a van
from Mercedes Benz of Buffalo.
The van will be used to transport
vets to the day center when it
opens — perhaps by Christmas.
The Vets house may be years
away. A permanent supportive
living facility is the long-term
project and will cost millions.
“It will take a lot to get that
going, D’Andrea-Terreri said.
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